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liability insurance in an amount not less than one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) 
naming the City of Lake Wales as an additional insured. The business shall be 
responsible for providing notice to its customers that alcoholic beverages may be 
consumed or possessed only within the public open space approved by the city 
commission for consumption of such beverages. Approval shall be contingent upon the 
establishment's obtaining and holding a valid state alcoholic beverage license for 
service in the outdoor area. 
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v. Columns & Railings 
a. General Regulations for Columns 

• All columns shall be either round or 
square in section. 

• All columns shall be spaced at regular 
intervals and shall create openings 
which are square or vertically 
proportioned. (See Figure 23-
423.f.3.v.a1) 

• Columns shall be constructed of wood, 
metal, stone, cast stone, brick, or 
fiberglass. 

• Columns shall be a minimum of six (6) 
inches in width and depth. 

• Columns should always support a 
structural spanning element, such as a 
beam, arch, or entablature. (See Figure 
23-423.f.3.v.a2) 

• Columns shall always be positioned so 
that the outside edge of the beam, arch, 
or entablature above aligns with the 
neck of the column. (See Figure 23-
423.f.3.v.a3) 

b. Railings 

• Railings shall be constructed of wood 
or metal. A balustrade may be 
constructed of cast stone. 

• All railings shall be supported at the 
ends by posts or building walls. 

• All railings shall be comprised of a top 
and bottom rail, between which 
balusters and rungs are affixed.  

• Balusters shall never be affixed 
directly to the floor. 

• Parapet walls may be used in place of 
railings. 

 

 
Figure 23-423.f.3.v.a1: Column spacing 
 

 
Figure 23-423.f.3.v.a2: Columns spanned by a 
visually structural element 
 

 
 
Figure 23-423.f.3.v.a3: Alignment of column neck 
and face of entablature 
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4. Permitted Frontage Elements. The frontage elements in Table 23-423 may encroach forward 
of the build-to zone and may encroach into the public right-of-way with approval of the 
Administrative Official and including indemnification in a form acceptable to the City. 
Shopfront buildings with the exception of Contributing Buildings in the Downtown Historic 
Overlay, are required to have an Awning/Canopy, Gallery, or Second-story Balcony extend 
over at least seventy (70) percent of the building facade, to provide shelter for pedestrians on 
the sidewalk, reduce glare, and reduce the heat island effect. Contributing Buildings in the 
Downtown Historic Overlay may have an Awning/Canopy frontage, as provided through the 
Certificate of Appropriateness process. 

 
TABLE 23-423 
Frontage Element Conditions or Limits 
Awning / Canopy 

 

A Canopy is a structural cantilevered shed roof; an 
Awning is canvas or similar material and may be 
fixed or retractable.  

• Awnings or Canopies over ground-story doors or 
windows must have a depth of at least five (5) 
feet and a clear height of at least eight (8) feet 
above the sidewalk. Awnings or Canopies may 
not project within 2’ of the curb.  

• Awnings shall fit within the frame or masonry 
openings of a window or door and should not 
cover-over character-defining features of a 
historic building, including the buildings’ 
vertical piers.  

• Awnings shall follow the lines of window 
openings, for example, a round or bell-shaped 
awning shall be installed on an arched window, 
and a flat or shed shaped awning shall be 
installed on a rectangular window. 

• Quarter-round, bubble awnings or so called 
“long dome” awnings are not appropriate and not 
permitted unless historically documented. 

• Awnings or canopies that cover or obscure 
transom windows or conceal upper floor 
architectural features are not permitted. 

• Awnings shall be made of treated, weather-
durable fabric, such as canvas or woven acrylic. 
Vinyl, metal, and plastic are not appropriate. 

• Backlit and internally illuminated awnings and 
canopies are not permitted. 
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Gallery 

 

• Galleries are only permitted on new construction 
within the Downtown Historic Overlay, as 
approved through the Certificate of 
Appropriateness process. Galleries are permitted 
on all buildings in the D-MU outside of the 
Downtown Historic Overlay. 

• A Gallery must have a clear width from its 
support columns to the building’s primary façade 
of at least eight (8) feet and a clear height above 
the sidewalk of at least ten (10) feet. Support 
columns can be spaced no farther apart than they 
are tall and must be placed to allow at least two 
(2) feet and up to three (3) feet from their outer 
face to the curb.  

• When a gallery extends over a public sidewalk, 
the property owner shall be required to enter into 
a right-of-way agreement including 
indemnification in a form acceptable to the City. 

 
Balconies 

 

• Balconies are only permitted on new 
construction within the Downtown Historic 
Overlay, as approved through the Certificate of 
Appropriateness process. Balconies are 
permitted on all buildings in the D-MU outside 
of the Downtown Historic Overlay. 

• Second-story Balconies shall have a depth of at 
least 6 feet and a clear height below of at least 
ten (10) feet above the sidewalk. Balconies may 
not project within 2’ of the curb. 

• Balconies may have roofs but must be open 
toward the primary street.  
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Stoops & Porches 

 

• Stoops and porches are permitted in D-MU areas 
outside of the Downtown Historic Overlay. 

• Stoop stairs may be perpendicular or parallel to 
the building facade. Stoops extending into the 
right-of-way must maintain a 6’ min. clear zone 
for pedestrians on the sidewalk. When a stoop 
extends over a public sidewalk, the property 
owner may be required to enter into a right-of-
way agreement including indemnification in a 
form acceptable to the City. 

• Porches may extend into the front Build-to Zone 
and up to 10 feet into a side setback. Front and 
side porches that extend into the setback shall be 
at least eight (8) feet deep.  

• Partial walls, screened areas, and railing on 
porches and stoops may be no higher than forty-
two (42) inches. 

 
g. Process for Review and Administrative Waiver.  

1. Prior to the issuance of a building permit for the construction, renovation, or remodeling of 
any building exterior façade and/or new development, an approval by the Administrative 
Official is required.  For purposes of this subsection, replacements, renovations or changes 
to canopies, awnings and to signage on walls, canopies or awnings shall be considered 
remodeling of the building façade. 

2. The Administrative Official’s decision shall be either an approval, an approval with 
conditions, or denial.  Any applicant may elect to appeal a decision.  

3. Waivers to the Downtown Mixed-use Design Standards may be granted by the 
Administrative Official (per Sec 23-422) as follows:  

i. The Building Location requirements of 23-423.e.1 may be adjusted: 
a. Where development envisioned by the code is not feasible due to irregularly-

shaped parcels or environmental constraints, including mature trees; or  
b. To allow for a new public green or plaza in front of the building facade.  A 

parking lot is not permitted in front of the building façade. 
c. Building location standards may not be adjusted for parking, stormwater 

retention, mechanical equipment, service, loading, or private walled gardens 
for individual residential units. 

ii. Exceptions to the standards of 23-423.f (Architectural Standards) may be granted on the 
basis of architectural merit or where the requirements create undue hardship (as defined 
in Chapter 23), such as for building reuse or additions in which required elements are 
incompatible with existing or adjacent structures. 

iii. Administrative Waivers are discouraged in the Downtown Historic Overlay and on 
Primary Frontages in the D-MU. 
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Updates to Sec 23-545.3 Signage Design 

 It is the intent of these regulations to promote high quality design in signage. The 
administrative official may provide guidelines to assist applicants in designing 
signage, and the city may adopt guidelines separate from this chapter for use in reviewing 
and deciding upon "master signage plans" and signs in C-1 and D-MU zoning districts. 

 
 
Updates to Table 23-545 Location, Area and Height Requirements for Signs for Nonresidential 
Uses 
 
 

TYPE OF SIGN D-MU, C-1, C-2, C-3, 
C-5 & LCI DISTRICTS 

I and BPC 
DISTRICTS 

PF, C-4, C2R, 
and R Districts 

WALL SIGN 
A sign affixed to or painted on 
the wall or window of a 
building, mounted parallel to 
the wall and projecting not 
more than 12 inches, not 
extending above the roof line 
or facade, and not interrupting 
the building's architectural 
features. 

One wall sign may be 
permitted for each side of a 
building that is visible from a 
common travelway, 
pedestrian or vehicular. In a 
shopping center or other 
business complex, wall signs 
for tenants shall be as 
provided in the approved 
master signage plan filed by 
the owner under sec. 23- 
545.3. 

Same requirements as for C- 3 
district. 

Same requirements as for C- 1 
and C-5 districts. 

 In the D-MU,  C-1 and C-5 
districts, no wall sign may be 
permitted above the 
expression line1 of a building 
except for window 
signs not exceeding 2 square 
feet 

  

 Maximum size: 2 sq. ft. (1 sq. 
ft. in C-1A district) of sign for 
each linear foot of the side of 
the building on which the sign 
is placed, not to exceed 60 sq. 
ft. in the D-MU, C-1 and C-5 
districts and 90 sq. ft. in the C-
2 district. 

  

BUSINESS COMPLEX SIGN 
A ground sign for a shopping 
center, professional office 
center, industrial park or other 
grouping of two or more 
buildings or businesses. 

Allowed only with an 
approved master signage plan 
under sec. 23-545.3 One 
ground sign permitted on the 
primary street frontage of a 
business complex and a one 
ground sign permitted on each 
secondary street frontage, 
provided the distance between 
the primary ground sign and 
secondary ground sign is at 
least 150 feet measured along 
abutting roadways; not 
permitted in 
C-1 and D-MU districts. 

Same as for "C" districts. Same as for "C" districts 
except as noted. 
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Landscaping sha l be planted 
at the base of ground- 
mounted signs; plant materials 
sha l be sufficient to screen the 
sign's supports to a height of 
50% of the distance from the 
ground to the bottom of the 
sign within a period of 2 
years. 

Maximum area: Primary 
frontage sign - 36 sq. ft. or 
1.5 times the total business 
floor area in the complex 
divided by 1,000, not to 
exceed 225 square feet. 

 Maximum area: Primary 
frontage sign - 36 sq. ft. or 
1.5 times the total business 
floor area in the complex 
divided by 1,000, not to 
exceed 100 square feet. 

 Secondary frontage sign - 50 
percent of the permitted 
primary frontage sign area, 
not to exceed 36 sq. ft. 

 Secondary frontage sign - 50 
percent of the permitted 
primary frontage sign area, 
not to exceed 20 sq. ft. 

All ground signs shall be 
located 35 feet from the 
intersection of the edge of 
pavement of any travel lanes 
or ways, including entrance 
roads and a leys unless the 
sign does not block visibility 
between 3 and 10 feet in 
height. 

Maximum height: Primary 
frontage sign - 18 ft. or 0.9 
times the total business floor 
area in the complex divided 
by 1,000, not to exceed 30 
feet. Secondary frontage sign 
- 15 ft. 

 Maximum height: Primary 
frontage sign - 15 feet 
Secondary frontage sign - 10 
ft. 

 Lettering requirements: The 
name of the business complex 
shall be legibly displayed on 
the sign and shall be written in 
letters with a minimum height 
of 10 inches in a space or 
band a minimum of 18 inches 
measured vertically. Tenant 
signs shall be designed as 
integral components of the 
sign and not as "add-ons." 
Each tenant band on the sign 
sha l be a minimum of 12 
inches and sha l have a 
minimum lettering size of 6 
inches. The maximum 
lettering size for a tenant name 
shall be 2/3 of the size of the 
lettering of the business 
complex name. Lettering 
styles and colors shall be 
consistent. 

 Lettering requirements: Same 
as for C-2, C-3, C-5, and LCI 
districts except minimum 
lettering size for the name of 
the business complex sha l be 
8 inches in a space or band a 
minimum of 12 inches 
measured vertically and tenant 
bands sha l be a minimum of 
9 inches and shall have a 
minimum lettering size of 6 
inches. 

GROUND SIGN 
Any sign which is supported 
by masonry, wood, metal or 
similar structure uprights or 
braces and is permanently 
installed in or on the ground 
on a permanent base. 

One ground sign permitted on 
the primary street frontage. 
The sign may be placed at the 
intersection of two streets. A 
secondary ground sign is 
permitted only where the 
street frontage where the sign 
is to be located is opposite of, 
rather than at a right angle to, 
the primary frontage. A 
monument style sign is 
permitted in C-1 and D-MU 
district provided the front yard 
setback of the building is 20 
feet or greater. 

Same as for "C" districts. Same as for "C" districts 
except as noted below. 
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 If the nearest edge of a 
building wall is set back from 
the edge of the adjacent street 
35 ft or more, a ground sign is 
a lowed in addition to a wall 
sign. 

  

Landscaping sha l be planted 
at the base of ground- 
mounted signs; plant materials 
sha l be sufficient to screen the 
sign's supports to a height of 
50% of the distance from the 
ground to the bottom of the 
sign within a period of 2 
years. 

May be displayed only on a 
frontage of 75 ft or more and 
may not be closer than 75 ft to 
any other ground sign. 

  

 Maximum area: Primary 
frontage sign - 32 sq. ft. or 
1.2 times the total business 
floor area divided by 1,000, 
not to exceed 180 square feet. 
Secondary frontage sign 
- 20 sq. ft. 

 Maximum area: 32 sq. ft. or 
1.2 times the total business 
floor area divided by 1,000, 
not to exceed 70 sq. ft. 

 Maximum height: Primary 
frontage sign - 15 ft. or 0.6 
times the total business floor 
area divided by 1,000, not to 
exceed 24 ft. Secondary 
frontage sign - 10 ft. 

 Maximum height: 15 ft. 

 Lettering requirements: The 
minimum height of lettering 
on a sign on an arterial 
roadway sha l be 6 inches. 

  

RIGHT-ANGLE SIGN 
Any sign which is affixed to 
any building, wall or structure 
and which extends more than 
12 inches horizontally from 
the building wall and projects 
from the wall at an angle of 90 
degrees. Also includes signs 
hung under a canopy. 

Each businesses in a buildings 
set back no more than 10 feet 
from a public sidewalk or a 
sidewalk in a business 
complex may have a right- 
angle sign. Signs in a business 
complex shall conform to an 
approved master signage plan 
filed by the owner. (See 23- 
545.3(b). 

N/A Same as for "C" districts 

 Sign must clear the sidewalk 
by at least 8 ft and project no 
more than 5 ft from the 
building or ½ the width of the 
sidewalk, whichever is less. 
Sign should be mounted at 
least 6 inches from the wall 
and may not be placed above 
the expression line of the 
building facade. Sign may not 
project at the corner of the 
building and may not be 
displayed closer than 20 ft 
from any other right-angle 
sign. 

  

WINDOW SIGN 
A sign painted, etched or 
otherwise affixed to a 
window. 

Permanent window signs may 
be displayed and the area of 
the window sign will be 
counted as part of the wall 
sign allowance. 

Same as for "C" districts. Same as for "C" districts. 
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AWNING SIGN 
A sign on a shelter supported 
entirely from the exterior wall 
of a building and composed of 
non-rigid materials except for 
the supporting framework. 

An awning sign with a 
message covering up to 50% 
of the area of the awning may 
be permitted, provided that the 
area of the awning sign 
combined with the area of the 
wall sign does not exceed the 
allowable sign area for the 
side of the building where the 
awning is located. Note that 
an awning without printing is 
not a sign. 

Same as for "C" districts. Same as for "C" districts. 

A-FRAME SIDEWALK SIGNS 
A portable sign which has no 
legs or solid base and which is 
supported on two display 
boards hinged at the top. 

Allowed in portions of C-1 
and D-MU districts only 
pursuant to § 23-545.6 a. 

  

 
 
 

1"Expression line" means the architectural feature on the façade of a building delineating 
the transition between the ground floor and the upper façade. 

NOTES: 

1. Sign area. The area of a sign shall be measured to include the entire area within a 
continuous perimeter and a single plane composed of a square, circle or rectangle 
which encloses the extreme limits of the advertising message or announcement of 
wording together with any frame, background, trim or other integral part of the display 
excluding the necessary supports or uprights on which such sign is placed. The 
owner may not increase the allowed total area, but may use more than one (1) square, 
circle or rectangle in order to calculate the area. Sign area of a ground-mounted sign is 
the entire area of one (1) side of such sign so that two (2) sides which are back to back 
are counted only once. 

2. Sign height measurement. The height of a sign shall be measured from the 
average grade within a ten-foot radius of the base of the sign. 



  

 

 
Add to Sec 23-802 Definitions 

 

Bar means any establishment with a principal or predominant use of selling, 
providing or allowing the consumption of alcoholic beverages on the premises. 

 

Civic Building: A building designed specifically for a Civic Use. Civic uses are 
those that are open to the public at least some of the time, provides a focal point 
for community interaction and fosters citizen participation in civic activities 
including religious facilities, college or university facilities, exhibition halls or 
museums, schools, libraries, meeting halls, performance theaters, post office, fire 
house, public administration offices, or similar uses. 

 

Live/Work Unit: A mixed-use residential unit that is allowed to house a flexible 
combination of limited commercial functions and the primary residential function. 
The commercial function may be anywhere in the unit.  
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